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UNDERSTANDING MOVE IN HOUSING ALLOWANCE 
MIHA-REDECORATION 

(aka MIHA-Paint) 
 
In Reference to Redecoration (painting) Fees:  Italian Civil Code requires that premises be 
returned to the landlord by the tenant in the same condition received at the beginning of 
occupancy.  The customary habit of the local communities is for the interior of rented houses to 
be freshly painted when handed over to the new tenant.  Therefore the tenant will have to return 
it freshly painted or pay the landlord the cost of restoring the paint.  In Italy, walls are painted with 
water-based paint and cannot be washed as compared to the U.S. where it is common to use 
latex or enamel paint which can be cleaned instead of repainted.  Additionally, the concrete walls 
are prone to damage from nails or screws and require more repair than U.S. homes.  
Redecoration is generally defined as painting the interior walls.  Refinishing of floors, re-staining 
of doors and enamel painting of woodwork, garages, basements, etc., is usually not considered 
a "redecoration" task.  If you have doubts, get with the Housing Office personnel.    
 
Civilian Employees:  are not authorized MIHA-Redecoration (Paint).  It is important to negotiate 
painting fees with the landlord prior to entering the lease as this will be an out-of-pocket expense 
you will incur when entering the lease.  This is not part of the rental security deposit and is a 
nonrefundable charge.  You should be able to negotiate the fee for one-month’s rent and in no 
case no more than two-month’s rent as clearly limited in Block 23 of the lease (see Packet 3, 
Section 1).  If the method of painting reimbursement is prorated or a specified time-period that 
should be clearly specified in the contract at Block 31 “Special Conditions”.   
 
Military Members:  MIHA-Redecoration (Paint) covers the landlord’s cost for interior painting.  
Typically rental houses in the surrounding communities have their interiors painted every two or 
three years at the cost of one month’s rent.   

• This is a one-time payment at the Permanent Duty Station 
• This is not part of the rental security deposit and is a nonrefundable charge 
• This allowance does not apply to homeowners 
• Joint spouse military members and sharers receive only one MIHA Redecoration 

allowance 
Redecoration fees are reimbursed to military members per the Joint Travel Regulation (JTR) and 
cannot exceed two-months’ rent.  Block 23, of the lease agreement clearly defines the two-month 
limit (see Packet 3, Section 1).  Your landlord is responsible for obtaining the original receipts to 
give to you.  These receipts must be legible, signed and printed on company letterhead 
documents.  In order for you to be reimbursed for the redecoration fees (paint), please use the 
form attached to this Section (page 3).  Also, the landlord must sign the refund form. If the paint 
reimbursement cost is less or equal to one month rent, filling out the attached form will suffice.  If 
the amount is between one-month’s rent and two months’ rent, you must fill out the form and 
attach the original receipt.   
 
Processing your request for reimbursement: 

1. Landlord paints house 
2. After the work is accomplished and you have a refund request or an actual receipt (required if 

cost is over one-month’s rent), request reimbursement by submitting a DD Form 2556, MIHA 
Claim to the Housing Office, page 4 below. 

3. The authorized amount shows up in your pay check 
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4. It is your responsibility to transfer this money to the landlord as soon as you receive it in 
your paycheck.  It is important to transfer the money as soon as you receive it as the 
conversion rate can drop causing you out of pocket expenses.  You cannot collect this fee 
and keep the money or give it to anyone other than the landlord.   

 
MIHA-Paint Refund Request Form:  This form is an agreement between you and your landlord.  
Instructions for completing this form are as follows: 
• Landlord’s Name: self-explanatory 
• Contract Effective Date: this is found in your lease paperwork 
• Landlord’s Address: self-explanatory 
• Landlord’s Contact Phone: self-explanatory 
• Tenant’s Name: write your name 
• Tenant’s Unit: write your assigned organization (e.g. 31 CES/CEIH) 
• Tenant’s Address: write in your PSC address 
• Tenant’s Contact Phone: self-explanatory 
• Date Quarter’s Painted:  date the painting was completed 
• Address Quarter’s Painted: write the physical address of the unit 
• Total Cost:  total cost in Euro 
• Signatures:  both you (tenant) and the landlord sign this form 
 
Instructions for Completing DD Form 2556:  The form for getting paint fee reimbursement is 
found at page 4 below: 
• Block 1: self-explanatory 
• Block 2: self-explanatory 
• Block 3: self-explanatory 
• Block 4a-e: self-explanatory 
• Block 5: is this the physical address not your PCS address  
• Part B:  Rent Related Expenses: if you are a homeowner you cannot file this claim 
• Expense Items:  write Painting 
• Amount Claimed:  write the amount of Euros requested 
• Amount Allowed:  filled out by the official certifier 
• Block 6:  filled out by the official certifier 
• Part C: Security Related Expenses 
• Expense Items:  see Packet 2, Section 6 
• Amount Claimed:  write the amount of your claim; if you paid in Euro you need to convert to US dollars 

at the actual conversion rate 
• Amount Allowed:  filled out by the official certifier 
• Block 7:  filled out by the official certifier 
• Block 8:  filled out by the official certifier 
• Block 9:  filled out by the official certifier 
• Block 10:  filled out by the official certifier 
• Block 11a-b:  sign and date the form 
• Block 12a-e:  completed by the housing officer 
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