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MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Housing Market Area: The housing market area for Aviano AB is defined by a one-hour commute 
time from the installation’s headquarters building during peak traffic in privately owned vehicles 
assuming normal weather conditions.  The base lies in the community of Aviano within the 
Pordenone Province of the Friuli-Venezia Giulia region. With the exception of Pordenone, the 
surrounding area is sparsely populated with small towns and villages. The 60-minute driving 
distance map is located on page 2 below. 
 
Radon:  You need to educate yourself and your family regarding radon and the risks in this 
region.  Most radon is released into the outdoor atmosphere; however, it can enter your house 
through cracks or other openings in building foundations and may accumulate inside the home.  
In this case, the concentration inside your house may be greater than the level outside your 
house.  Natural ventilation is an effective measure you can use to reduce your risk by minimizing 
the levels of radon in your Italian home.  Periodically throughout the day, open two or more 
windows to create airflow across an area of you home. This is especially effective in basements 
and ground floors where radon enters the home and levels tend to be higher.  Additionally, 
ventilation is also effective for controlling mold and mildew within your home.  See page 3 below 
for detailed information from Bioengineering.   
 
Renter’s Insurance:  Neither the US Air Force or the Government insures your unit, government 
property or your personal property.  You should consider buying commercial insurance to protect 
yourself in case of a major loss.  Insurance should specify that personal liability coverage for loss 
or damage to the unit and includes government furnishings/equipment.  Insurance coverage 
would likely be a renter's policy which would cover your personal property as well as personal 
liability to the landlord’s property.  You may be able to obtain liability coverage for the landlord’s 
property without insuring your personal property.  The landlord is not required to obtain insurance, 
but can hold you liable if a fire was caused by your negligence or willful misconduct.  Specific 
questions should be directed to the insurance company or the Staff Judge Advocate office.   This 
is a personal choice but the ramifications of not having insurance can be devastating.  See page 
4-7 of this section for more details.  
 
Useful Telephone Numbers:  Page 8 of this section has a listing of phone numbers that you may 
or may not have as you transition to Aviano AB. 
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60 MINUTE DRIVING DISTANCE FROM AREA F 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

31ST FIGHTER WING (USAFE) 
  

20 March 2015 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR OFF-BASE HOUSING OCCUPANTS        

FROM:   31 AMDS/SGPB 

SUBJECT:  Radon Information for Off-Base Housing Occupants 
 
1. The 31st Aerospace Medicine Squadron's Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight provides 
this memorandum to educate you and your family regarding radon and the risks in this 
region.  Radon is a radioactive gas produced by naturally occurring elements which are 
common in soils, rocks, and building materials throughout the world.  Most radon is 
released into the outdoor atmosphere; however, it can enter your house through cracks or 
other openings in building foundations and may accumulate inside the home.  In this case, 
the concentration inside your house may be greater than the level outside your house. 
 
2. Some radon levels measured in facilities at Aviano have exceeded the value recommend 
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  A copy of the EPA's A 
Citizen's Guide to Radon publication can be found on the internet at 
http://www.epa.gov/radon and provides more details on the origin of radon and the risks of 
prolonged exposure.  Elevated levels of radon do not mean that personnel located here will 
experience any significant health effects due to radon exposure.  Risk is based on many 
factors including level of exposure, years of exposure, lifestyle, and exposure to other 
chemical or physical hazards.  The majority of us are only here for a relatively small portion 
of our lifetime, greatly reducing our overall health risk. 
 
3. It is important to note the EPA radon guideline levels are not enforceable either in the 
United States or here in Italy.  Just as in the United States, the base has no authority to 
measure or mitigate off-base housing.  This is true for both economy and Government 
Housing Rental Program (GHRP) units. 
 
4. Natural ventilation is an effective measure you can use to reduce your risk by minimizing 
the levels of radon in your Italian home.  Periodically throughout the day, open two or more 
windows to create airflow across an area of you home. This is especially effective in 
basements and ground floors where radon enters the home and levels tend to be higher.  
Additionally, ventilation is also effective for controlling mold and mildew within your home. 
 
5. Please contact the Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight at 632-5532 if you have any 
questions or would like additional information regarding this issue. 
 
 

ALAN C. HALE, Maj, USAF, BSC 
Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight Commander 

  

http://www.epa.gov/radon
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RENTER’S INSURANCE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

 

REMINDER: 
Neither the US Air 

Force or the 
Government 

insures your unit, 
government 

property, or your 
personal property. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Housing Management Office 632-2272 
 
Furnishings Management Section (FMS) 632-2272 
 
Housing Appliance Repair   632-2272 
  
Emergency On-Base 911 
 
Emergency from Off-Base (to call on base) 043-430-8911 
 
Emergency Off-Base Responders (medical-police) 112 
 
Italian Fire Department (calling from off base) 115  
 
Command Post 632-3100  
 
Base Operator 632-7111  
 
Security Police Law Enforcement Desk 632-7200/7821  
 
Crime Stop 632-7114  
 
Red Cross 632-5576  
   (after duty hours call Vicenza 0444-51-7111 or DSN 634-7111)  
 
Chaplain 632-7211 
   After Duty Hours 632-7673  
 
Lodging Office 632-5722 
  
Medical Appointment Desk 632-5000  
  
Outdoor Recreation 632-8623 
 
TMO  632-5930  
 
Note:  If you call from an off base telephone, dial 0434-30-XXXX (the last four digits of the 
extension number). 
 


